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Coming Events  
Friday, April 3 Parent-teacher conferences (noon dismissal) 

NO SCHOOL FOR 3 AND 4 YEAR OLDS 
Tuesday, April 7 Living Stations (10:30) MASS UNIFORMS 

REQUIRED 
Thursday, April 9 Dismissal for Easter vacation at 3:15 PM 
Monday, April 20 School resumes 
 
SECURITY MEASURES- ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL 
In light of the recent incident at school, I want to review the security measures that we 
have in place for teachers, students, and parents. I have met with the teachers to 
discuss these measures. We all need to work together to help keep our school safe and 
secure.  
 

• All outside doors are to remain locked at all times. No doors are to be propped 
open. 

• Near the main entrance both the basement and 2nd floor doors are locked at all 
times. Those entering the building via the main entrance can only enter the first 
floor area. 

• In the morning Mrs. Ernquist, the Extended Day supervisor, will stand near the 
west entrance to let in those who are using morning care. Once either Mr. Berger 
or Mrs. Sorensen arrives, those using morning care will have to enter the 
building through the main entrance. 

• Students coming for band in the morning will use the west entrance as long as 
Mr. Pancratz is standing there. After that, they must use the main entrance. 

• All inside stairway doors will be locked after school and on weekends. 
• Visitors must enter the building via the main entrance, report to the office, and 

secure a Visitor Pass. Do NOT enter the building through the west entrance 
UNLESS you are dropping off or picking up a child in the 2, 3, or 4 year old 
program. In that case, an aide will be posted at the door to make sure only 



those qualified to pick up a child are doing so. The playground entrance is also 
not to be used by parents. 

• If you come to the office to drop off something for your child, you will be asked 
to leave the item in the office, and we will see that your child gets it. 

• On Pizza Days, if you are helping to supervise, please stop in the office to get a 
Visitor Pass. 

• Students are not to open a door for anyone. Staff members have keys. Everyone 
else must use the main entrance. 

• Students noticing a person in the building without a Visitor Pass will talk to their 
teacher immediately. The teacher will then notify the office. 

• Teachers and students have been instructed about lockdown procedures should 
either the Principal or school secretary call for a lockdown because someone may 
be in the building who is not known to us. 

• Parents who are doing volunteer work in the building must exit through the 
MAIN ENTRANCE and NOT the west entrance. Parents are never to open a 
door for anyone, even if they know them. We want all parents to get used to 
entering the building on business through the main entrance. 

 
 
POP (Parents on Patrol) 
This is a friendly reminder from POP!  Please refer to your schedule to see if next 
week is YOUR week for POP duty.  There is a full schedule in the back of your 
directory or at www.stjosephwilmette.com.  If you are unable to work the week you 
were assigned, please find a sub!  Let's keep our parking lot safe for all of our children! 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 We will have Eucharistic Adoration on Palm Sunday, April 5th from 2-8pm in the 
Church.  All are invited to spend time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament as we 
prepare for Holy Week and Easter.  The Men's Rosary League invites everyone to come 
and pray the Rosary at 5pm.  For more information please call or email Kirsten Solmos 
at 847-853-9021, k.solmos@comcast.net or Tom Considine at 847-920-9741, 
considinehc@comcast.net.   
  
 
"Be still, and know that I am God" 
---Psalm 46:10  
 
 
LIVING STATIONS 
We invite you to join us next Tuesday, April 7 at 10:30 AM in church as the 4th 
grade class presents the Living Stations of the Cross. This has become an annual 
tradition for us. The fourth graders have worked very hard over the past several weeks. 
This is a beautiful way for us to celebrate Holy Week. Remember that Mass uniforms 
are required. 
 



 
TUITION COLLECTION (TUITION MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS) 
All of our current families will NOT have to fill out tuition forms for next year because 
TMS has a system called Rapid ReEnroll. Most of the work will be done through our 
school office. You will not need to send us an enrollment check. TMS will bill you 
directly unless you pay in one installment where there is no fee. If you wish to 
change your payment schedule in any way (from 10 pay to 1 or 2 pay or vice 
versa or a change of a due date), you MUST call Mrs. Sorensen as soon as 
possible. If you do not wish to make any changes, you do not need to do anything. If 
you pay through automatic deduction, TMS will contact you to find out if any 
information needs to be changed. 
 
 
SPANISH LANGUAGE WEEK 
Each class during the week of April 20 will be working on Spanish projects as they learn 
more about the country of Spain. You may see flags of Spain around the school. 
Students will learn about Spanish foods and traditions, important places in Spain as well 
as Spanish holidays. ON FRIDAY, APRIL 23 ALL STUDENTS SHOULD WEAR 
SOMETHING RED AND/OR YELLOW, the colors on the Spanish flag. 
 
 
HEALTH EXAM REQUIREMENTS 
The State of Illinois has specific health exam requirements that must be met before a 
child is allowed to enter school. For the 2009-2010 school year this requirement 
will apply to students entering preschool, kindergarten, grade 2 and grade 6 
plus all new students. A notice was sent home to parents in the affected grades 
along with the forms, which are also available on our website. The forms should be 
turned in by August 3, when the office will reopen. NO STUDENT will be 
allowed to begin school until all forms are in. This is the state requirement, and we will 
follow that requirement. Simply giving us a date for a doctor’s appointment will not be 
satisfactory. We are letting you know this now so that you will have plenty of time to 
make an appointment. Please don’t wait until August to make doctor appointments. 
 
 
  
Etch Your Support for St. Joseph in Stone 
We will be installing new personalized brick pavers in the School West Entrance Plaza. 
The deadline for this installation is April 6th. Order forms can be downloaded from the 
School web site at www.stjosephwilmette.com/fundraisingfoundation.htm   and turned 
in to the Rectory before April 6th to be included in this installation. Our next proposed 
installation will be in late October.  
 
  
 



ST. JOSEPH ATHLETIC BOARD OPEN POSITIONS 
 
The St. Joseph Athletic Board has four open positions for a two-year term 
commencing with the 2009-10 school year. The Athletic Board acts as advisor to St. 
Joseph School regarding the ever-expanding sports programs, with responsibility to 
ensure that adequate funding exists to support each of the sponsored teams.  There 
has been enormous growth the last couple of years, including development of the 
Wilmette Catholic football program along with expansion of the number of school teams 
being fielded.  We have actively promoted the homecoming game, concession stand, 
along with continuing the annual sports banquet.  
 
If you are interested in joining the board, please contact Paul Schwab or Mike Firth. 
This is your venue to put your mark on the future for your star athletes.  Also, as a 
reminder, the athletic banquet is April 26.  Please look for the invitation in early 
April. 
 
 
 
THE GREEN TEAM 
As much as 75% of all household trash can be recycled.  In most communities you can 
recycle clear and colored glass jars and containers; aluminum/steel/bi-metal cans, 
plastic containers labeled #1,2,3,4,5, 6 and 7; newspaper, magazines, catalogs, phone 
directories, household papers, including office and stationery, computer printouts, and 
junk mail; corrugated cardboard; and chipboard boxes including cereal, tissue, shoe, 
pasta, cookie and gift boxes. 
  
Below is a general list of links to specifics about recycling in Wilmette, Evanston, 
Glenview, Skokie, Chicago, Kenilworth and Northfield. 
 
Wilmette          
http://www.wilmette.com/assets/1/public_works/Refuse__Recycling_and_Yardwaste_Pr
ogram.pdf 
Evanston         
http://www.cityofevanston.org/departments/publicworks/streets/recycling.shtml 
Glenview         http://www.glenview.il.us/departments/manager/refuse.shtml 
Skokie             http://www.skokie.org/RecyclingGuidelines.cfm 
Kenilworth      http://www.villageofkenilworth.org/residents.html#Water 
Northfield        http://www.northfieldil.org/recycling.htm 
Chicago  
http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalEntityHomeAction.do?entityName=Re
cycling+Chicago&entityNameEnumValue=148 
  
We still have Wrap-N-Mats for sales.  Stock up for summer camp lunches. 
  
Volunteers to help with the Education Garden are still needed.  Please contact Patty 
Yeager or Ann Erie to get involved. 



  
 
!

ST. JOSEPH ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE 
Did you know that St. Joseph School Enrichment Committee also heads up service 
projects?  
  
Be on the look out for our 2009 Lenten Project. The children will be bringing home a 
wonderfully decorated Easter egg containing an assigned contribution for our sister 
parish, St. Ignatius in Rogers Park. The children should bring in their donation no later 
than Tuesday, April 7th. Please feel free to donate as much as you would like. Also on 
April 7th, Kathy Morris, the St. Ignatius Food Pantry coordinator, will be speaking to the 
children about what a food pantry is and the needs of the families that utilize it. The 
Enrichment Committee would like to thank Heidi Wozniak for her contribution of time 
and talent for such a wonderful cause.  
  
If you have questions or concerns, please contact Susie G. at 847-256-1288 or Paula M. 
at 847-853-1019. 
 
 
WILMETTE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
On April 15, from 4 - 5:30 PM, students and faculty from New Trier High School will 
be at the Wilmette Public Library, 1242 Wilmette Avenue, to demonstrate and teach 
calligraphy, martial arts, yo-yo, and paper cutting.  Families are welcome to this event. 
The event is part of the 2009 "One Book, Everybody Reads" program, which unites the 
Wilmette and Kenilworth communities in a shared reading experience. This year, 
residents are invited to read the book, "The Man Who Loved China," by best-selling 
author Simon Winchester, and attend an author visit as well as book discussions and 
other related events.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Preschool Post 
Encourage Reading 
SJS Enrichment 
Easter Basket Blessing 
Asthma Camp 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
April 3, 2009 
 
 
 
 
     The teachers have been evaluating the children in order to prepare for conferences 
that were scheduled for this week.  As a result, there were no new activities out this 
week.  Here are some requests and reminders. 

• We could use old birthday or generic cards for our art shelf.  We don’t need 
religious cards at this time. 

• If you have not paid for your Good Shepherd statue, please do so soon.  This 
only applies to the children going into kindergarten. 

• A note was sent home about Parent Night.  This is a very special evening.  If you 
didn’t get a note, talk to your child’s teacher. 

                                                                                                                                                            
Miss Jones  Mrs. Cavoto 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Students Encouraged to Use Their Fingers 
 
The National Endowment for the Arts reported that one in four high school seniors 
doesn’t read at all unless it is for an assignment. A recent Harris Interactive poll finds 
that one in five Americans purchased no books last year. 
 
“Studies have proven over and over again that reading is an essential skill for 
succeeding at school and in life,” said Abby Marks Beale, educator and author. 
 
“It’s time to encourage students to use their finger…that is use their finger for reading. 
Because the eyes naturally follow the movement, by placing a finger or card on a page 
and strategically moving it down the text, a reader will keep his or her place, be more 
focused, and read faster. This helps readers concentrate and understand what they 
read, and that makes reading a more satisfying experience.” 
 
According to the National Literacy Trust, researchers at Columbia University College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in New York have found that 14-year-olds who watched more 
than three hours of television a day found other activities such as reading and 
homework boring and challenging. 
 
“Wouldn’t it be great if Americans would forego just a little TV time for a little reading?” 
Beale said. “A half hour a day would make a big difference in what we collectively 
know.” 
 
         ST. JOSEPH ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Did you know St. Joseph School Enrichment Committee 
also heads up service projects? 
 
Be on the look out for our 2009 LENTEN PROJECT. The children will be bringing home a 
wonderfully decorated Easter egg containing an assigned contribution for our sister parish, St. 
Ignatius in Rogers Park. The children should bring in their donation no later than Tuesday, April 
7th. Please feel free to donate as much as you would like. Also on April 7th, Kathy Morris, the St. 
Ignatius Food Pantry coordinator, will be speaking to the children about what a food pantry is 
and the needs of the families that utilize it. The Enrichment Committee would like to thank Heidi 
Wozniak for her contribution of time and talent for such a wonderful cause. 
 
For those of you that may like to pick up some items prior to receiving assigned contribution, or 
you may already have something in your cabinets, some suggested items are: 
Canned Items                      Boxed and plastic container                                                   
soups                                   peanut butter 
ravioli                                  jelly 
vegetables                           containers of jello  
fruit                                     mac & cheese 
tuna                                     tuna helper       
 
Any questions or concerns contact Susie G. at 256-1288 or Paula M. at 853-1019. 



 

 
 

Please join us on 
Saturday, April 11th at 10:30 

For St. Joseph’s Annual Basket Blessing 
followed by an  

Easter egg hunt for the children. 
 

The basket blessing is a long tradition when families 
bring their first meal for Easter to be blessed.  Traditional 

foods could include: 
ham, sausage, eggs, lamb butter/cake, chocolate, bitter 

herbs, salt, bread and wine. 
 

If your family has never participated in the past, consider 
starting a new tradition. 

 
The Easter egg hunt will take place on the parish grounds 

following the blessing. 
 

 
 



 
  

 



 


